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The Honorable Tom Cole
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, aftklated Agencies
House Committee on Appropriations
Committee on Appropriations 1016 Longworth House Office Building
H-307 The Capitol Washington, DC 2051

Washington, DC 20510
Dear Chairwman Murray, Ranking Member Blunt, Chairwoman DeLc 0.0[1/MCl1o(m)-6 13u5.3 u.9 (L076 (Lc O.



where theblacklegged tick(or deer ticls) that spread this virus are most abundant, this is a worrying
discovery. And in Marcihwas reported that Heartland virus, another dangerous but not weitlied
VBD, has been detected among lone star ticks in Gedilia. challenge posed by VBDs only continues

to grow with time. Fortunately, the CDC has some critical programs to help address these challenges at
the regional, state, and local levels.

CDC Regional Centers of Excelle(@C®E)n VectorBorne Diseasesl hecoalition is highly appreciative

of the $L2 million to support theregional COESs, reauthorized in tkey Hagan TICK Act, that was

provided in the FY 2@bmnibus The VBDN’eequestfor FY 203 isat leastlevel funding of $58.603
million, including$16.5million for Lyme diseasgor the CDC'’s VectaéBorne Diseases (VBDhese

centers were created with emergency Congressional funding following the Zika outbreak but only
funded for five years. In that time, the five COEs around the U.S. have produced more than 340 peer



Sincerely,

American Association of Veterinary Medical Colleges
American Mosquito Control Association

American Society for Microbiology

American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
Anastasia Maguito Control District

Associated Executives of Mosquito Control Work in NJ
Association of Public Health Laboratories

Delta Mosquito & Vector Control District
Entomological Society of America



